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BRITISH ATHLETICS SUPPORTERS CLUB 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Brandon Hall Hotel, Brandon 

 on Saturday 19th November 2016 at 1.15pm 

 
The meeting was called to order and the voting procedure whereby only guarantors can vote was explained by the 

Chairman Philip Andrew.  Attention was drawn to the list of guarantors and members were invited to become 

guarantors by signing up.  

 

1. Apologies for absence had been received from:  

Sally Buxton 

 

2. The Minutes of AGM held on 15th November 2015 were approved. 

Proposed Sonia Harle  Seconded Malcolm Egner 

 

3. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman welcomed members and thanked them for another good attendance and gave his annual report.  

 

Membership has increased by over 40% during the last year – and is now over 2000, thanks to Chris Bradford & 

Jackie Sibthorp for their work on this. 

Ticketing for the 2017 events is underway, and has gone well for 2016.  The Chairman thanked Chris Bradford 

and Georgia Bekyra (of UKA) for their work on ticketing, and also David Barnett and his team at Track & Field 

Tours for their support.  

Regarding 2017, BASC have been working closely with the London 2017 team, and we have secured over 15,000 

tickets for members. The ticket/seat allocation will begin in the new year, but it is likely that tickets will not 

actually be received by members until much nearer the event. 

 

The BASC social media has improved this year thanks to Malcolm Egner, Eve Langford & Sophie Flynn, we 

have received great feedback, and there has been much interaction with athletes and athletic bodies. It can still be 

improved, and we are always looking for members to volunteer to help out, for example, blogs from events.  

 

Rhydian Darcy is our Backtrack editor, which continues to be a great publication with its expanded team of 

writers as well as proof readers.  Members are encouraged to contribute articles, or simply write us a letter.   

Members photographs are also welcome, and Richard Dear is responsible for pulling these together.  

 

We are also continuing our liaison with the various athletic bodies, including UKA, EA, EAA, IAAF  

AAA & RPMF. During the last year we have met with the German & Dutch fans, and there are plans for us to sit 

together in 2017. Jack Miller & Jon Mason have been working on this. 

 

The Chairman thanked Chris Bradford for looking after recruitment as well as organising and manning our stand 

which now appears at all major events (except London).   

 

The Chairman thanked Jillian Taylor who manages the BASC accounts. 

 

Also thanks to Jackie Sibthorp who looks after the collection of subs & minuting the meetings.  Jackie also looks 

after ‘info@basclub.org.uk’  

 

Richard Dear has been responsible for merchandise, but this has now been discontinued due to lack of interest 

(other than the BASC pin badges). Looking forward to 2017, Richard will be taking over from John Standerline 

with the Dinner arrangements and Richard remains responsible for Bursaries. 

 

John Standerline & Marc Hope look after the BASC marketing. Jon Mason as Company Secretary ensures that 

we comply with relevant legislation as well as making sure we are properly insured.  Also Jon looks after the 

organisation of the BASC awards, including the set up of the surveys for the Committee members to vote for the 

athletes, many of which will be awarded during the dinner weekend. 

 

Jon is also responsible, along with Jackie, for ensuring the BASC database is kept up and running.  
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And of course, we can’t forget John Standerline who has organised the whole of this weekend, with over 70 

members attending on Friday, 165 for the main dinner and also the inclusion of today’s AGM & buffet. 

 

BASC have also supported the ‘Vault Britain’ initiative, which involved three Indoor Pole Vault events at 

Manchester, Cardiff & London, John Standerline & Jon Mason have been working on this. 

 

This year we had 20 applications for Bursaries, which the Committee has now reviewed, with at least 7 approved 

for an award. You will see details of these in upcoming Backtrack articles, thanks again for your generous 

donations which help support this scheme. Richard Dear is now managing this activity. 

Our Awards continue to grow – in 2016 we have awarded seven Rising Star awards – with many of awards being 

presented later this evening. John Standerline also recently caught up with Greg Rutherford to finally present the 

2015 Athlete of the Year! 

 

Looking forward to 2017 – we are looking to continue the good work started: - more expenditure on bursaries & 

awards, working with more athletic bodies, increasing our exposure in social media & online, and looking to 

sponsor other events like the Vault Britain.  So if any members have any ideas of areas which they would like to 

see BASC get involved, please contact the Committee. 

 

Q&A – Nicola Fleet thanked the Committee for their hard work, and then queried whether there would be daily 

programmes at London 2017. Response from Marc Hope: - As far as we know there will be daily programmes, as 

well as a glossy souvenir – and we are working with the Organising Committee to try and influence this if we can. 

A show of hands indicated that this was something everyone was interested in. 

 

4. Presentation of accounts 

 

A presentation of the draft accounts was made by Jillian Taylor, the Treasurer. The Accounts showed an income 

of £51,523 and expenditure of £45,170. The income was made up of Subscriptions (64%), Donations (6%), 

Endowment (2%), Annual Dinner income ((prior to expenditure) (27%) and Bank interest (1%). The expenditure 

was made up of Backtrack (33%), Awards & Bursaries (20%), Marketing (12%), Committee and Expenses (16%), 

Accountants fees (2%), Website (1%), London 2017 (agent fees, entertaining, subsistence and due diligence) - 

(11%) Bank Charges (2%) and AGM costs (3%). Per member this represents income of £24.71, expenditure of 

£21.66 and running costs of £2.97.  

 

The accounts as presented remain draft pending the completion of the post balance sheet events review. This 

ensures that all liabilities are included and that the Club’s Corporate Tax liability is clarified. The Chair is dealing 

with the latter. The Club has nine months to complete the accounts and file them within Companies House. 

 

In more detail:- 

- in respect of Members Services, the London 2017 expenses have increased the running costs per member  

- the marketing expenses are showing a reduction due to the purchase of the pin badges last year 

- the Finance charges of £580 were higher than in previous years as last year included a level of 

compensation from Lloyds due to poor service. No such compensation was received in the current year. It 

is hoped to encourage members to pay electronically to reduce the transactional bank charges. 

- in the year £6307 was paid in Awards, Bursaries & sponsorship. 

- Membership - new category of ‘overseas affiliates’ has been created to assist with overseas ticketing (a 

low-cost minimal membership with all electronic correspondence).  

- Balance Sheet - in summary we have a cash balance of £77,998, and taking into account the creditors & 

debtors, we have net assets of £53,116. 

 

It was noted that copies of the draft Financial accounts, Management Accounts and presentation would be 

available in hard copy after the meeting.     The presentation would also be available on the Club’s website during 

the following week. The Chair requested the draft accounts be adopted.   

Proposed Carolyn Franks  Seconded Ian Tempest 

 

Q&A – Is the Overseas Affiliates category of membership available to current overseas members? Not at this 

stage – but it is something we can review. ACTION - ALL 
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5. Fixing of Subscriptions for 2017/2018 

 

In view of the healthy financial position of the club, due to the hard work of the committee to keep costs down, 

the Directors recommend that, having been held at the same level now for 10 years (with the exception of 

overseas rates), subscription levels for all categories should again remain unchanged for 2017/18.   

Proposed  Julian Hawes Seconded Ralph Todd 

 

6. Charitable Status - Update 

 

The Committee have spent a great deal of time reviewing the position and whether we could claim charitable 

status. At this time, it has been decided that this would not be appropriate.  The review has highlighted that the 

BASC M&A require review and updating, and this will be done in the New Year. 

 

7. Election of Officers 

 

After ten years at the helm the Chairman Philip Andrew stood down, with John Standerline taking on this role 

(Philip will remain as a Director).  

 

John was welcomed as the new Chairman and thanked Philip for his work over the last ten years, as well as 

thanking Katie Andrew for her support. 

 

The remainder of the Committee were happy to continue in their roles for another year.   

 

The Chairman sought additional Committee members from those present, none were forthcoming. The following 

members were therefore re-elected to the Committee:- 

 

Philip Andrew, 

Chris Bradford,  

Richard Dear 

Marc Hope, 

Jon Mason, 

Jackie Sibthorp, 

John Standerline, 

Jillian Taylor,  

Jack Miller, 

Eve Langford, 

Malcolm Egner,  

Rhydian Darcy 

 

Proposed  Jean Bradford Seconded Sonia Harle 

 

John Standerline then updated the AGM as to the way forward for 2017:- 

- Keep as many existing members as we can 

- Use Social Media to expand our communications 

- Ensure we get Tickets! 

- Maintain our relationships with athletics bodies, including UKA 

- Look at Complimentary BASC membership for 1 year for new GB athletes 

- Promote events such as Vault Britain, Javelin Carnival & Hammer Circle 

 

8. Any Other Business 

 

Jack Miller welcomed John Standerline to the role of Chairman, he then thanked Philip for his ten years of 

service. He updated the AGM as to how the BASC had changed over the years from 1996 – with 250 

members to today – with 2000+. He also remarked on how we are now able to get tickets – and that members 

should appreciate the ticketing arrangements that Philip has put in place with UKA, in particular the Olympic 

tickets – and all the time & effort that went into this – and how lucky we all were!  

 

The meeting concluded at 14:30pm 


